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UM OFF-CAMPUS STUDENT COHORTS EARN GRADUATE DEGREES 
MISSOULA—
Come Commencement at The University of Montana on May 13, three cohorts of 
Montana educators will receive master’s degrees they completed in a distance-learning 
program offered by UM through computer technology.
Starting in 1998, the 33 students in the cohorts have taken two years of classes in their 
communities — Browning, Arlee and Kalispell — using videoconferencing systems VisionNet 
and METNET. The technology enabled the students to start and end the program together and 
take the same classes together. Content for many of the courses was tailored to educators on 
reservations.
The Browning cohort comprised the following 18 educators, all of whom live in 
Browning except where otherwise noted:
■  Mary Jo Bremner, social studies teacher at Browning High School and a person of 
Blackfeet/Cree descent.
■  Jackie Dee Conway, third-grade teacher at Vina Chattin School in Browning.




■ Julie A. Hayes of Cut Bank, eighth-grade English teacher at Browning Middle
School.
■  Mary Johnson, assistant to the superintendent of Browning Public Schools and a 
Blackfeet tribal member.
■  Ann Lunak of Valier, a teacher for the Stay-in-School program at Browning Middle 
and High schools.
■  Ann Magee, fifth-grade teacher at Napi Elementary School in Browning and a 
Blackfeet tribal member.
■  Dianne Magee, fourth- and fifth-grade teacher at Napi Elementary and a Blackfeet 
tribal member.
■  Bob Matthews of Cut Bank, second- and third-grade resource room teacher at Vina 
Chattin School.
■  Toni Montalban of Cut Bank, special education teacher at H.C. Davis Elementary 
School in Cut Bank.
■  Sandra Murphy of Cut Bank, fifth-grade teacher at Anna Jeffries School in Cut
Bank.
■ Glenn W. Owen Jr. of Cut Bank, special education teacher at Browning High
School.
■  Mabel A. Running Fisher, fifth-grade teacher at Napi Elementary and a Quinault 
tribal member.
■  Darcy Tatsey-Skunkcap, sixth-grade language arts teacher at Browning Middle
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School and a person of Blackfeet/Sioux descent.
■ Theresa V. Mischel Steele of East Glacier and Glendive, second-grade teacher at 
Vina Chattin and Napi schools.
■  Willamina Tailfeathers, fourth-grade teacher at Napi Elementary and a person of 
Chippewa/Cree descent.
■  Deborah Weeter of Babb, fifth-grade teacher at Napi Elementary.
■  Colleen Wilson, fourth- and fifth-grade teacher at Napi Elementary.
"This is a close-knit group of educators who are dedicated to becoming master 
teachers," said Alison Cobb, coordinator of off-campus degrees at UM’s Continuing 
Education. "Our retention in Browning has been 100 percent."
Helena was the location for this graduate-degree program’s first cohort during 1995-97. 
UM’s School of Education is now investigating the possibility of delivering the next master’s 
in education program to Great Falls.
Interested teachers should contact Cobb at Continuing Education, (406) 243-6431 or 
acobb@selway.umt.edu.
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